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Jazz Theory & Improvisation - Music 142-43
Credits: 2
Music 142-43 is a performance class which requires that the students have the requisite skills on
their instruments to be able to perform the material covered in the course. In additon, the ability
to read music is necessary to access the information presented even though it is not central to the
class itself. The assigned exercises are illustrated in class with the understanding that the students
will practice them on their own. Following that, the exercises are performed together and
individually in class to verify their understanding.

The goal of the class is to cover the vocabulary of jazz improvisation which includes an
understanding of jazz chords and their symbols; the basic principles of harmonic progression;
the various jazz scales and patterns and the techniques necessary to synthesize that information
into an informed improvisation. By the end of the course, the student should be fundamentally
prepared to theoretically analyze a tune and improvise over its harmonic progression.
Meeting Times: T-Th 10:10 am to 11:00 am
Required Materials: HOW TO PLAY JAZZ & IMPROVISE by Jamey Aebersold, volumes 1,
3
& 21
IMPROVISING JAZZ by Jerry Coker
Exams: 3 Quizes, Midterm and Final each semester
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is
subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary
sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the
Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at
www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321

